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I^trQtootlQn: 

This dlBGJ^Slon is InteniSM to contribute obaeetlTe InfbrniatlQii about the 
mralnlaii people's Inaepen^enee struggle and freedoM aoTeaent to the-toalnlsn 
hcmelana., *I!be author seeks to be as objeotive as huiimly pOBsible and to leare 
out par»»2* iaplnlomp * 

A better understanding of the present situation and dfiTelopiafint retutoes a 
brief outline of the history of the TJkratoian rerolutlonary morant a^ its 
organlaatlons* Apart frcan factual reporting^ phlemlsal notes sill he In- 
cluded to the dtoouBSion beeause BO many distortions and so much contra- 
4i^ory iaforjaatioH iiaTe 13© tn spread atioiat thie indepeiideaee struggle am its 
orgaalsiatlons - The Ukrainian Supreine Gounell of Liberation 

tJkra^ian tosurgsnt (UPA)^ and the Organization of 

(COT)e- Bardly one pollti^l reporter ean claiia to have an adourate picture 

The nat;^ai qLueatlon 'whioh arlieB la has this Imppehed? 

a< Firsts Ukrainian question is still unknosm in the vrorld in spite of 

the liberation struggle of the Ukrainian people for ^^ars* 

Uc Beoondjj SoTiet BuSsianSjf iiusstan eiiigreSy and ^lso a large prc^ortim 
of- Poles -^ho sre enemies of an independent Ukraine and who do not helleYe 
a Ukrainian prohi^ should exist intent ioimlly Spread faisif led reporta 
to distort wTtit Slander the independenee Btruggla of the Ukrainian people- 

Os Thirds The Ukrainian emigration has not preYiausly been capable of 
senting an accurate pietura of the struggle in the Ukraine^ prlamriJ^ 
because of partisan reaBonB . Each emigration party tried to draw a 
picture which would enhance, Its role« 

This threefold j^lsification preyented the political public of the world 
from hayins a clear picture about the present struggle in the Ukraine « 

The literature about the Ukrainian struggle during World War 

II and at present is yery modest tod one can barely form an accurate picture 
from A few published works are cited in the bibliographyy but they are 
not able to ©larliy circumstances coK^rehensl-velyi The ahsence of a non- 
Ukj^inian edition of Mykola Lebed »s UPA is tegrettable as well as the fact 
that only the first party which deals with the Uerraan occupation of tha 
Ukraine*, is ayaiiable* Until nowy^ the basic docua^ts of the Ukrainian 
moyemenL the Platfom^ the Proyisionaic constitution tod Proela^ion^ 

UHVP. th^ leaftet %to W Figk Porg^ 'tod . 

llfcteordtoary Or^h Congress of the om, haye not been publlBhed in 
a .foreign ''ijrguage^ ' ' ' 

Uot only does the Ukrainian press bear the bla» for th^y but also the world 
presSi the foreign language periodicals and the publishilnt^ ItouSeS. Eten 
the serious news^pe^ no exception in reporting the UPA«s Struggle only 

fr« the sento'tiohal standpoint 


Considering all these preyious difficult lea y the author seeks to fill a gap 
with a briefs but coB^reheMiyey picture of the Ukraini^^ independence moye^ 
ifi^t’S politiaal concapts :. and structure* le^a relied on his personea 
ex^rienees and knowledge to well as docuiaenta^ imterialB at his disposal* 

for a ,C 0 hsiderat.ion of ..the Ukra:in,ito; Oe'^utlc^ 

Since the Ukrainian question 1 b much too con^rehenslye to exhaust hei^y one 
of three possible approaches has been seltctedi naoi^lyy the political reyo- 
lutlonsry underground and it* result-the armed military struggle# 

The other two approaches ares a) the official policy of the pcwtoS which haye „ 
occupied the Ukraine y until 1939^ Soy let Uniony Poiai^y CzechQSloyakiay 

and Etmjania since I9^f^ the Soyiet Union aloney and the legal pislitics 
of ii^iyiduai Ukcainiaa parties^ including the XP(b)U (the Communist Party 
of BolSheyiks of the Ukraine) y and b) the standpoint of the emlgi^tion after 
Wo 3 ?id 'WW.r I and II * 

£5EGHEF/aQETROL4JS 

25X1A 



Approved For Release 2002/01/04 : CIA-RDP83-00415R01 01 001 50006-6 





Approved For Release 2002/01/04 : CIA-Ri^54304l5R01 01 001 50006-6 
)SCBra>-CORmQL/US 


25X1A 



Since these last tiro approaches csn contribute to a clarification of the wtole 
Ula'^ainian problem they are not to be rejected. However^ . they constitute a 
chapter In themnelTes which can^ In all frantoess^ obscure and even distort 
the present struggle lii the Tiferalne. 

The promise of the future for the Ukrainian people hinges upon the strength 
of the political underground! therefore^ the latter will always be the most 
iB^ortant approach, The emigration can and will only play a secondary role^ 
and if it fulfills this it will have done its duty for the fighting fatherland. 
The guiding principle of the Ukrainian independence movement which holds that 
foreign policy is a function of domestic policy means that the center of gravity 
of decision is in the Ukraine^, Consequently^ the emigration can only be the 
representative of the fighting homeland^ not its responsible political leader. 


The inevitable subjectivity which an approach to the independence mavement from 
the standpoint of the hcafieland Involves does not obscxire the objective plctiare 
in €ujy .case« On the contrary^ this approach gives a lively picture and the 
political observer gains a thorough insight Into the con^lteated characteristics . 
This Is unconditionally necessary for every proper political question and the 
Ukrainian question is a European political question par excellence^ 


■A Survey of the Years 1917"'19^3 


The following document is inportant in regard to Great Britain's relations with 
the Ukraine s It originated in December 1917 after the Ukrainska Tsentralna 
Kadaj,. the revolutionary parliament which had arisen in March 1917 j proclaimed 
the formtion of a Ukrainian state on .19 I^ovember 1917 under the name of the 
Ukrainian People's Republic (TXkralnska Harodna Respubiyka): 


'Tlepresentstive of Great Britain 

To His Excellency the President of the Council of Ministers 
of the Ukrainian Hatioml Republic 
Excellency £ 

I have the honor to inform you that His Brlttanlc Jfejesty 
has appointed me by wire as the sole accredited representative 
of Great Britain in the Ukraine, ^ 

My government has instructed me to comraunicate the 
assurance of its good will to yoin It wlll^ with all its 
strength^ support the Ukrainian Government's undertaking 
of making a good government^ of maintaining order ^ .and of 
combating the Central Powers which are the enemies of 
democracy and humanity. In that which concerns me particularlyjr 
Mr. President^ I have the honor of assuring you of my 
full coopeai^tlon in the realization of our common ideal. 


Picton Bagge 

Representative of Great Britain 
in the Ukraine.*^ 


;Mr. Picton Bagge had previously been the British consul at Odessa. ^General 
Tabouis, ^Ccmgnlssalre de la Hepubllque praB5ai.6e’% submitted a document of sim- 
ilar content to the Ukrainian government the tlme./i^lki^ro Doroi^fe^enkos 
Istoriya Ukxalny 1917"^19^3 (History of the Ukraine 1917-*i9^3)^ Part I. Time 
of the Central ubmeil^ Ushorod., 1932 jr pages 23^-236. UkrainianjT* . 

The Ukrainian People's Republic^ whose Central Council declared its political 
independence and sovereignty on 22 January 1918^ was uisable to cultivate its 
relations with the Entente. It had to conclude a peace treaty with the Central 
Powers at Brest Lit ovsfc on 9 February 1918 because of the war with the Russian 
Soviet government of People's Coimalssars which had started on 17 December 
1917. The Ukrainian national government only succeeded in liberating the coun- 
try from the Russian Bolshevik, invasion with the help of German troops . 

Frictions and tensions between the Ukrainian governiaent and the Oberkommande 
of Heeresgruppe Ei^bhorn az*ose almost immediately^ even though the treaty of 
Brest had reco^ized the ItoaioianJ^opla'S respect for its scveriegnty 
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migjxt liTT-fe been esspeeted^ Tbe German x^ammiid, remored the Soei^l Bemoi^ratiqr 
gorermaent^ dr ore the Central Cornell apart ^ and favored a pntseh by General 
Pavlo Skoropatski, le took the hiatorical title of hetBian as head of the 
state » fhis period of Ukrainian hisfcory is rexlfied by the Geriaan ant 
Austrian dociiiaents i^leh are published in the collection Z^aroeP-krueh der 
Deutachen. Qkkupat ion In ier Ilkraine (CollapBe of the Gersian Occupation in 
tW Tjfe3SneT7r*''^^ e^p^ared in Moscov in RtjSBian;^ and. in Gemsan ip 

Strassburg^ 

After Germany’s coXlapsej a national x;prising broke out in Boveiaber 1918 
against ^orc^adskiVs governsient * The latter had In the meantime proelaicied 
the fedaration of the Ukraine with Bunsiao 

XJkrainito political publieista and writers of Biemoirs still claim today 
that Gkoropadski S proclamation followed the suggestion of Ikitente diplo* 
mats at ScCia i|nd lassy who made It a condition for negotiating* Ktwce and 
Britain Vs attitude tc3?ward the Ilkraine changed cao^leteiy in tM course of a 
year;^ and Paris and London no lo:tiger liked to hear about the jalisions of 
Picton Bagge and General Tabouie,, 

The National Directory^ which took over the Ukraine after the yietorlouB 
uprising^ tried to awaken an understanding for Ukrainian aspimtlonB of 
independence in the Bntente,r It pointed to the danger of the BolsheTlk 
Revolution which Bought to further its revolutionary aims; With alogani about 
"the rights of nationa to self *-determlnat ion to the Bepamtlon and. formation 
of Independent stateB*" (This slogan was adopted in April 15»1T by the Til 
Party Congress of Bolsheviks ) « However at that tlme:^ the Entente sutpported 
Kolchak^. Denikin dnd other Husaian generals who were, unable to aeiBe the 
weapon of the Bolsheviks either in their national concepts or social policy* 

On the contrajEy this policy whb only grist for the; Bolshevik mill# Leniujr 
Tafotski^^ and ^jtalin knew What use: to make of the Entente's mdstakei by also 
claiming to fight for the national aims of people suppreEsed by Tsartm* 

Ther Ukrainian National Directory With Simon Petlura at the head was c<m-^ 

pletely to itself in these fateful struggles; at the end of I 919 it had to 
cleaf^ the battlefield and seek, an alliance with the newly treated, state of 
Poland^ whose headj. Pllaudski^ had a great understanding of the danger 
from the east* In April 1920 ^ Poland and the Ukraine concluded a treaty in 
conjunction with a military convention* A joint Ukrainian and Polish 
cami«aign led to the liberation of Kiev In kad to be aban«“ 

doned soon and the joint armies: had to clear the Itol^lne* Poland deserted 
its Ukrainian ally in the peace treaty at Ript In 19^1 when it recognized 
the Soviet government in the Ukraine* The regular war between the Ukraine and 
Moscow ended at that time* 


Thtre were only two ways in which the Ukrainian people could fight for 
their political Independence and sovereignty in this situationg 


a* To maBter the Ukrainian Soviet Republic from within by Btrengthening 
the Ukrainian element so that a, separation from Russia would only be a 
question of tia^, 

b* To continue the regular war with inHurrections which would not allow 
the Boviet Ukraine to be stabiliEed and thereby prepare the people for 
a national revolution^ 


Tte Ukrainian Rational CmssmlBtBf the left«wlng Social RevolutionarteE^ and 
the '.Independent Social Bemoci'ats took the first way* Their efforts met 
a tragic end in the thirties whe:a they all became a sacrifice of the purge 
mi. liquidation imachinery* 


Our discussion is only lntere.sted in the second way because it proved to be 
correct historically* Those who took the first way were by no means traitors 
to the idea of Ukrainian freedom and a Ukrainian stateiir While they tried 
to bring the Ukrainian people its social and national freedom^ their tragedy* 
lay in placing the soexal above the nBtio,nal»- The year 1923 sealed the 
Ukrainian independence struggl.e politically and. in International law* The: 
Ukrainian Soviet Republic became a part of the USSRj^ while the Council 
of Ambassadors finally granted the west UkrainiBn territorte.s to Poland 
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in M&rch 1923 « 

Tha lfa*a.in ReTOlmt ionary IJ nd^rgro'und iAoveme'nt ^ Botla ¥orM ItoB. 

Tlia: mtional Ins-arraatlon against SkoropsdBki » a goYernmant ms only able to 
stioeeed bemuse the lational Bireetory had the Sioh*' Riflaroeni. the best 
TJkrminian siilltary uniti. exp its side* This unit| whieh ms imder the mmmiii. 
of EThen (Eugen) Konovalet®^- gretr into a corps in the course of 1919^ 

KonoYaletp and his officers^ seeing that the Polish^^lkralnian sllianee could 
not bring the Ukrainlati indep€;nd,enee^ resolYed to mge the- battle by other 
means* IndlTldml uprisings broke out against the Sorrlet regime but they 
lacked unified, military and political leadership With the aoJ^l^te break- 
dowA of the Pollah'^Ttoainien campaign^ the officers of the Sleh* Rifl^en 
conEidexed. it their duty to organize such a leadership 

The idea of an imdergroiond, orgah.lzation uhich arose at this time led. to the 
fO'an;dir>g of the TOSS (ToyskoYa Organizateiya SltshcTlah Striltsiy - Military 
Organization of Slch^ Hlflemen) in. the capital of the Ukraine Its 

main iask ms the unlf^d leadership and coordination of anaed insiarreattomry 
■actions At the same time^the WO (Ukralnska Toyskota Qrganizatslya ^ 
Okmlnlan Mllitas^ Organization) drose in Lyoy (Lemberg) and- condueted the 
reTolut ionary struggle a, gainst; the Polish occupation^ Both underground 
organizationB were subordinated to the so-called. ^Riflemenis Council- *jf 
which ms headed by Coloinel KonoYHlats « 

The Insurrectionary actions in the IJbxalae did not last long^ The Cheka 
eliminated the TOSS as a central Institution and .shot Its leaders (Opeka 
and .Antriikh) * Actually the skillful policy of the Comunlst Party in the 
jmtlonaJ. and social fields, rather than the terror of the BolsheYlk security 
police or Moscow ’'s oYerwhelmlng military power, put an. end to the insurrectioii- 
ary action which continued in IndiYidual territories mtil 192^ « 

The ao^cElled. ’^*'0krainization period” deaeiTed the msseS in.to helieTing 
that the Ukrainian SoYlet Pepublie waiS a Ukrainian Btate which could be 
enlarged into a national state ^ The somewhat liberal period of the ISP 
gave many the hope that the Communist economic system had to and Would be 
modified unde.r the pressure of realities* ‘These two facts were the main 
reasoni why oYery resistance moTement in the TJkraine hat to disintegrate 
and dissolYe* 


The imdl.erground moYement felt coiGpelled to pursue another tactic Which lirroiYed 
the penetration of the state and Party apparatus. It had. great succ^si until 
193^-1933 whan Moscow struck a great blow at the ”locsl” nationalists in 
the indiridml member republics « Already in 1929 the security police tin.- 
eoYered the SVU TyzYolennya Ukralny - Union for the Liberation of the. 

Ukraine)^ mad.e up o.f leading Ukrainian, Intelleetuals, arrested its members, 
brought them to trial in the beginning of 1930 ? condemned them to hard 
labor in Blberlan concentration camps* At the same tlme^the pollee eliminated 
secret youth groups of the BUM (Spllks. ■Okrainskol Molodi - Society of Ukrainian 
Youth) The Bo-^called "Committee of Three” of the CrFU condemned ant executed 
thousaad.B of arrested Btud.ent® and. yemth-s^ Orer 2000 young Ukrainians were 
Bhot in K;harkoY, which was the capital of the Ukraine at the time. 


Iona B 0 aan.uiloYieh :Salytski, the People! s CommlSBar of the Interior in the 
Ukraine (chief of the G-HJ), gaTe a report to the Central COTOittee of the 
TJkmlnian. Communist Party (TaK: WP(b) tr) in 193^ about combating the Ukrainian 
nationalist counter --reYolut Ion, le enlisted the following secret reYOlu- 
t ionary organlzatlonsg The Ukralsian Mational CMtsr, the Ukrainian Military 
Organization (UTO), the the Organization of Ukrainian Hatiomlista (0IM)« 

This was the second great blo^- to t.he Ukrainian und,erground. 


The third oecurred in 1936/1937 In connection with the great purges and 
liquidation which were carried, out in the entire SoYlet Union* At this 
a ;mthleBS liquidation of all national Communists, former Social 
ReYolutionsrles^ and Social Democrats, who had submer^d into the Ukrainian 
Comunist Party, took place* .Many .members of the Ukrainian resistance mOYcment 
were also liquidated.. 
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Between this wave of terror which Yezhor,, the GPU Peopled ComlHaar, condtictedL 
and the outbreak of the Second World War In Eastern Europe In 1941, the Ukrainian 
mdergromd.was mly able to maintain a very camouflaged exlsteLe! It S 

network of this underground became vei^ thin and 
Jaad.i0 be limibed to indiTldual persons in each tam^ and even then not in 
every towiid 3ut this underground outlasted the furies or Bolshevik terror, 

00'^iet Union, Atmexed the western Ukrainian territories of 

j 19^ Bukovlna and Beasarabia;, OUN members eatab* 

llsh^d. their coixnect lon with the illegal network & 

From the WO to the QUNs 

the. Western Ukraine - Galicia, ?ol|iynia, 
XidlyaBka, Polesaye (Pollssya, Polessiye), .Bukovina, Bessarabia, and the 
Carpatho*tfkralne - fell to d,emoe.mtlc or balf democratic states like Poland 
Riamanla, ^d CzechoslOtakla, 'thus, this gave the Ukrainian underground the’ 
pSSir^*^ develop a kind of "state within a state" In ,6plte at police 

The UTO-,^Whleh was founded In 1920, changed from an organization of military 
conaplratore to a political revolutionary movement under the influence of the 
mases .revolutionized by It. It adopted the title Organization of Ukrainian' 

Congress of Ukrainian Wattonaliets which took 
place In Vienna In February 1929. The Congress elected, a leadershln known 

TftT- KatBlonallstiv - Directorate or LeadersMp^f 

Itaainlan Eatlonalists) which embraced members. from the Eastern Ukraine, the 
Weatem ^alne, and. from the political emigration. Colonel E. Konovalets, 
ProvSS ° WO, was elected head of the Provld (Holova 

Party headquarters were maintained abroad, while the OOT's press organ, Eoz- 
(Construction of tlu* Nation^, a monthly periodical waf publllhed 
at Pr^e f or the years 1928-1934. Each part of the Ukraine which was occupied 
^ a KE OUM (Krayeva Ekzekutyva - territorial executive^ 
b^lt)tee) j a KE ,0US of the Western Ukraine In Poland, a KE .of the Carpatho- 

Bukovina aD.d Bessarabia in .Rumania,. 

’ Western Ukraine became the main foundation of the OUB's 

was beneficial. In that the population of the Western 
toatoe ^ ^ especlally^natianal .consclouB.neBS and fally supported, the OUN's 
political activity. On the other hand it gave the OUE more and more of a 
Western ttoalnlan eha-racter and ..an antl-Pollsh attitude which made It Judge 
the situation ^ the Soviet Ukraine from this standpoint. .This does not Lan, 
however, that there were no connections between the .Provld of the OUN and the 
underground In the Soviet Ufcralneo wne 

s. high point In the Weatem Ukraine 
to, 1930 that the Polish government felt compelled to Intervene with the most 
brutal .means In the so-called pacification action which embraced almost every 
Ukrainian town and vlllfigs and aroused such attention abroad. The Polish 

League of Efetlons and resulted to a protest by members 
of the British Parliament headed by Rye Davis, ^ 

1.934 was another high point of revolutionary activity, the Polish police elim- 
inated. almost the whole of the OUN te.rrltorlal executive committee of the 
Weetern Ukraine and. carried out mass arrests among the population. Many insraln- 
ians were delivered, to the newly constructed concentration camp at Bereza 

■that Its action .was a reprisal asain,st the attempt 
as^lnat the life of Colonel Bronislav Plerackl, the Polish Minister of the 
Interior, (^he UOT declared in a pamphlet that the attempt was a punishment 
of the one Chiefly responsible for the "pacification" of 1930). 

A lawsuit against the KE OUN .of the Western Ukraine In 1936 at Lvov followed 
a great lawsuit against numerous mem-bers of the KE OUN of the Western Ukraine 
for the att^t« Plerackl which took place In Warsaw In 1935. Both lawsuits, 
especially thf stenographic .and press reports In Ukrainian and Polish newspapers, 
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offer eoJ^rehemlTe inaterial on the concepts and aetlrlty of the 

■j?he hlo^fs of the Polish administration and police could not paralyze the reTO-* 
lutionary actlTity of the COT because the latter was too strongly rooted. In the 
IJhralniaii population and the political goals of the underground coincided with 
those of the people o The Polish policy of repression and extermination con* 
trlbuted to .reyolut ionary agitation ^ 

The ii^ortance of the Ukrainian imderground grew not only in -Poland but also 
in. Rumania ’ (a lawsuit ms brought against the members at Chernortsy in 
1937 ) and CzechosloTahia o The OOT contributed a great deal to the construction 
of the autonomous Carpatho-ltaainian state in Otechoslovahla , in 193^^1939 « 

The ''^Karpatska Sich-\^ Which formed the baliis fpf the Carpatho-^Jkrainlan arrsy 
in March 1^39 came into existence on the InitiatlTe of OUN members who occupied 
leading coiiffimnd posts o It was comprised prhmrlly of OTO members who .had 
resolved to resist an attack by t.he Htm'garian Ho'hoTedBa 

The Death of t he Leader of jbhe 0"^^ E JConqva^ etg 

The building of cojEmiunleatianfi between the Provid of the COT and. the Soviet 
Okralne led to the tragic death of Hvhen Khn-ovaletsjf. the founder and lee.der 
of the WO and the on 23 May 1938 at Rotterdam^ Holland « A SETJ agent 

Who penetrated the 0 OT*b lines of commuiiicatioli delivered a time bomb to Kono* 
mletStt 'Konovalets was ths most striking personality of the Ukrainian indepen* 
deuce movement between the two world wafs<.. (Until now^ the most ccamprehensive 
charaeterlzatlon of Konovalets appeared In the periodical Vysvolna Polltika^ 
Ydliame No^,l«2 (11-12) ? January/'B'ebruary 19^7i pages 17«25> Y^P^Bs "Evhen 

Konovalets » Attempt at a Characterization This article also clarifies the 
reasons for hia murder at Rotterdam) .. 

Colonel Andriy .^fe.lnyk became the successor of Konovalets. A<,. Melnyk^ his 
closest collaborator at the time of the IBtralnlah .imr of independence in 1917^ 
1921 and chief of staff of the Sleh Infantry Cofps. took over the leadership 
of the Organization .of Ukrainian Istiomllsts (OOT) in October 1938 and was 
confirmed in this post by the Second (Great?) Congress of Ukrainian latlonalists 
which took place in Rome at the end of 1939* 

The following leading personalities of that time are identified^ Colonel 
Svhen Konovalets^ Orselen. HfybiTski-Be.nyk.^ Captain R.iko Yaxy^ Bn^ro Orlyk* 

Myron^ l^kola Sclboraki^. Bmyi^ro Andriyevskij .Kreminski^¥olod.ymyr MartynetSy 
Zenon -Kossaky %khaylc E;uzar->K:olodz inski ^ Yaroslav Baranovskiy Colonel Andrly 
Malnyky Stefan Band.eray Ivan Babru;sevlchy Sydlr Chuctamany Mikola. Lebedy Taro* 
Slav Btarukhy Ivan Mitringa y etc . 

Two Tears of Peace In Eastern Cl^39’jL^^ y 

The Second Congress of the GOT took place shortly before the outbreak of the 
Second World War and balanced accounts for ten years of activity. The Frovid 
of the OOT saw in the approaching storm of war an opportimlty to eonvert the 
Ukraine from an object into a subject of world, politics. The first two years 
did not confirm these eixpeotations. The Western Ukrainey which was the chief 
reservoir of Ukrainian revolutionary force Sy fell to the Soviet Union throng 
the Molotov-Rlbbentrop pact of 23 August 1939 an^ was incorporated Into the 
Soviet Ukrainian Republic after entry of Soviet troops on 17 September 1939^ 

The Supreme Soviet of the Ukra,ine and the Soviet Union ratified the union on 
.1 November X939T 

This was a blow for the Provid of the OUW which, had not reckoned, on. such a 
development . 

In all objectivity it must be said, here that the ProVid of the OUN staked a 
great dealy though not everything y on the Ge.rman card. This sta.ke wae.y however ^ 
on the Germany not on the National Socialist card. The OUH never entered into 
relations with the NSMP, on the contrary they were always hostile to each other 
as the documents which the Western Allies have ©h band . will confirm. The cause 
for this is difficult to expls,ln since mny German and Ukrainian documents are 
not available . 
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Perliape their hostility' my he explained by the fact that the goels of the 
0OO!?o which were neither racist or anti^semitie^ were diametrically opposed 
to those of the MSDAP. Ihe GOT fonght for the political ina.ependence and 
sovereignty of the Ukraine ^ while the NSDAP songht living space for the 
Geriaan people in T?oland^ -White Ruth^ia., and in the lOgraineo. The GOT saw 
the clmnce of restoring the national Ukrainian state In the Eiiropean war 
which had broken out. German policy reqLUired great caution because it 
mde me of the Carpatho-^Ukraine to make Poland more aon^llant^ and. later 
to tie Hungary to the German side and to play the Soviet Union against 
Poland. {See Stalinas speech to Kirill Congress of the Communist Party 
of the Soviet Union on 10 J^rch 1939 ir, .which he compared the Garpatho- 
llkrairie to a .mosquito to which one wished to annex the elephant of the 
Soviet iJkrainea) ' ■ 

In the summer of 1939 the Western Itaain^ bepame a bargaining point to Insure 
the neutrality of the Ukraine in the German-folish waro 

The younger eleiaents of the especially those in the Western tJkrajne.y 

who had borne the main burden of the struggle and .who .were detei'min.ed to^ 
continue the stubborn struggle against the Soviet Union tho^oght the caution 
.well placed. On the basis of the foreign sltmtion^ the Frovid of the GOT 
eautioned restraint «■ 



‘fh e Crisis In the__QUl 

As a result of this attitude of the Provld of the OOT^ .a revolutionary 
opposition a.eveloped and selected, as their spokeeman Stefan Band.era (OtIM 
district lead.er af the Western 'Ukraine in .193^'^ sentenced to death in 
the Pleracki trials and the sentence was later commuted, to life ln^rlBon* 
Meat) and. Yolodymyx Lopatynskl (this is a cover name) ^He was the GOT 
district leader of the Western .Ukraine in 1939) o 

.The situation became worse. Cta. 10 February 19^0 a Revolutionary Commnd 
oFthe OUi .was established and was gtven full responsibility for the mider^ 

- ground movement in the 'Okraine). In August 19^0 it came to an. open break, 
which resulted in the formation of two Organ ization.s of Ukrainian HatiomI* 
ists and both groups started to fight each other. One was under the command 
of Mndera (called ”:Band.erivi'^ ) and the other un.der Melnyk ( "Melnyklvi” ) . 
Although the crisis was of a political nature^ persom-l ambitions of the 
two opponents played an important role. This split remains to this day 
and is being continued abroad, .among the emigrants.. 

The congress of the Om in Krakov in March 19h-l^ also designated the Second 
Great Congress^ brought the O'UW under the leadership of Stefan, Bandera, 


The Sitimtlon in the -Ukraine 

The OITN in the Western Ukraine, which continued Its underground activity 
after the entry of Soviet troops, recognized the party lead,ership un.d.er Bandera 
because the latter revolutionary attitude and political activity corres- 
ponded more to its own. The GUN used this opportunity to build up the weak 
coMaunlcations with the national underground, in the Western Ukraine. This 
was a difficult task because, si.tice the format iG.n of the Soviet Okrainlan 
Republic in 1921, a .strongly guarded border existed between the various 
Ukrainian territories which could only.be crossed with an official pass, 
levertheless, the OIM sent numerous emissaries into the Soviet Ukraine 
who either crossed the border illegally , or went as . workers to the industrial 
centers of the 'DonbaB. The 0UI3 also made contact with Ukrainians who .came 
to the Western Ukraine as administrative officials and .soldiers. 


The nesta of resistance in the Soviet Ukraine w,ere strenghtened . The moat 
positive asp-eet of ' the new situation was the unified organization of the 
national und,erground, which thereby added to its strength and revolutionary 
aignif iCance . 


At the Same tlm.e^ the OUf^V tried to become active to fareigo- affa^ 
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which the Finnish war off'ered an ..qpportimityo %i£haylo Kaehmar^ who was 
killed in the Ukraine in July 19^‘Vj^ . trarelled to Finland through Sweden 
as a delegate of the OIM to organize an action among the Soviet -^Ukrainian 
prisoners of warn T'he Finnish Army ccanmand wanted an OOH delegation to 
estahllsh contact with the Soviet Ukrainian regiments {kk SoTlet divisions) 
on the Finnish front, hut the rapid conclusion of peace thwarted the dispatch 
of such a delegation „ Kachiaar tried to establish contact with the ^British 
in Stockholm . through the Finns, hut the British showed no interest in the 
irkrainian question^ 

In the meantime the OIM^, Which had strengthened its illegal network^ planned 
an Insurreetlon in the Western Ukraine where the lines of communication 
between the Boviet Union and Gennsny ran« One must hear in mind the military 
importance of such an insurrection in 19^0 „ The failure of kaehmar«s 
mission in Stockholm and the complete disinterestedness of the British 
ruined this plan since it could not assure a success in foreign, affairs 
F'tJr thermore , ell signs pointed to a future, armed Gonfllet between Germany 
and. the Soviet Union which would once more offer the' chance of presenting 
the Ukrainian problem. 

It should he eii^hasized here that only the OaH:led the struggle against the 
oppressors of the 'Ukrainian, people 

For a lo.ng t-ime there had been no Ukrainian parties in the Soviet 'Okralaeo 
In order to rem.ove the possibility of persecution of Its members by the 
Bolsheviks^ all parties like the UHBO (Ukrainske Katsionalne-Demokratchne 
O'byedennye - ■Okrainl.an National Democratic Union), the USPR, (Ukrainska 
Sotslalistlchna -Kadykalna Partiya - Ilkiialnalan Radical Socialist Party), 
the FNIe (Front Natslonalna ledarmya - .Front of National 'Unity), etCo 
Wwe dissolved o This political maneuver did not help and nxmierous members 
of these parties. Including leading party poll ti^ians/ were- 'banished^ ' ' 
to Siberian concentration camps o Many member a, however,. Joined the GUN as 
the only party, with a purpoaeful will from 1939*1941, through the German, 
oeeupatton of 194-1 -194iF» and the return of the Russian Bolshevik occupation 
of 1943-»19^5 o Subsequently It grew in extents For this reason thej^e is 
only one illegal Ukrainian party, which, however, does not pursue totals 
Itarlan tend.encles nor a one party system. The DUN' is fight Irg for a 
liberated Ukraine in which "freed.Qm of the press, speech, opinion, convict Ion ^ 
faith, and world outlook'* shall exists The OtM fights **againet the official 
iirtposition of phlloaophlcai doctrines and dogmas/* (Cited from the O'OT 
Program, Chapter II, Point 10, paragraph which waa adopted by the Third. 
Fxwaordinary Great CongresB of the OUN iri.eeting In the Ukraine 2i-2S Augu. 3 t 
19^3.) 3^ 

The mistake of the party politicians in dissolving their parties rather than 
going imder ground became clear during the German occupation. A.t that time 
the organization of political leadership for the underground and, the UpA, 
the resistance army, proved very difficult . 

W ill the Ukra inian Que sti on B e Reviy e dT* The War _iiFF n stern Bur ope 

Wh.en the German-Soviet conflict broke out on 22: June I94l, many Ukrainians ^ 
Including some OUN members, fa.lsely believed that Germany would solve the 
Ukrainian question as it had the Slovakian in the spring of 1939 and the 
Croatian in April 19^1 » 

The '.Provid of the OUN under Bandera entertained .no such ..il.lus ions about the 
German® and, resolved to p.resent them. with aecon^lished facts. Since the 
OUN could not take the full reeponaibility for all future steps. It decided 
to form a representative 'Ukrainian National Committee (‘ONK), which the 
repreBentatiyes of all former parties agreed to Join with the exceptdOn 
of Melnykis followerso Shortly before the outbreak. of the war preparations 
were concluded for a ,congi-ess to meet on. 22 June I94l, not stispectln,g that 
this was the date for the outbreak of the war in Eastern Burope. .It was 
a question of a congress of the political emigration and its party repre- 
sentatives « 
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Tiie congress took pls-ce in Krakov and elected the following directors of 
the Ukrainian Hational Connrilttees General VserhlGd Petriir^ Fresldenti 
Dro Volodymyr. Gorbony, First .Yice-i^preBideTit; Profeseor Yictor' AndriyeTski^ 
Second Vice -president I and Professor^ Br. Stefan ShtikheTich^ Secretary 
General- "I^he following Ukrainian politicians also belonged to the Committees 
Vasyl Mudry, Mykola Llyytskl^ Dr. .V- Yanlv^ I-mn RaTlyk/ etc. On 23 Jnne 
a memorandum was presented to the Chancellery in Berlin demanding recog- 
nition of the natural rights of the Ukrainian people for their own inde- 
pendent state by the German government. Two days before^ the leaders of 
the OUU submitted a memorandum of a similar content to the proper German 
ministries. 


These memoranda remained unanswered because Nazi Germany had Its own plans 
for the Ukraine and had no intentions of recognizing the rights of the 
Ukrainian people. Hitler is proclamation of 22 June 19^1 did not mention 
nationalities of the Soviet Union, to say nothing of their rights, 

The only possibility , which remained for the leaders of the GOT was- to 
face the German government with accaQ^)lished facts. In addition, it was 
necessary to uniaask the imperialistic aims of the Nazis, since their com-^ 
plete war propaganda was* built 6n the slogan ''liberation from Bolshe^vlsm"’ .> 

On 30 June a provisional Ukrainian government was formed in Lemberg (Lvov) 
and it proclaimed the restoration of the Ukrainian state. Since the plan 
called for the proclamation of the state government in . Kiev , the Lemberg 
government bore the name "the territorial government of the Western Ukraine". 
This is what the Metropolitan Archbishop Andreas Count Sheptytski called 
it in a pastoral letter of 1 July. Under the impact of the conteitporary 
political situation, the territorial government became the provisional 
state government of the Ukraine in the following days. The Ukrainian 
population in the territories of Lvov, Brogobych, Rovno, Volhynia, Stara- 
Islav, and Ternopol, as well as in some raions of the territories of Cherno- 
vtsy, Zhitomir, Vynnytsya, Kamenets-Podolski, Kirovograd, and Kiev demanded 
that the renaming be .publicly announced. 


On 30 June , a provisional Ukrainian government was formed Lvov and. it 
subseq^uently proclaimed the restoration of a Ukrainian state. 

The provisional government comprised the following members? C.- i 


Chairman, for social and labor matters - Yaroslav Stetsko 
First Deputy Chairman for health matters - Prof. Dr. Panshychyn 
Second Deputy Chairman ^ Br« Lev Rebet 

Political Coordinator - Ivan Legenda-Klymlv (a district leader of the GUN) 
Foreign Affairs - Volodymir Stakhiv^ his deputies? Dr« Kost Pahkivski 
and Dr. Marltchak 
Interior Affairs - Dr. Ivan Lysy 

his deputy for Seciirity Matters « t^kola Lebed 
Military Matters - General Vsevolod Petriv 

his deputies? Col. Riko Yary^ Air Force 
Maj. Roman Shukevich 
Capt. Aleksander Hasyn (or Gasyn) 
Agriculture and Food Procurement - Eng. Eugen (Evhen) Khraplyvy 
Forestry - Engd Plasetskl 

Economy, Industry and Trade - Prof. Eng,. Yulian Pavlykovski 

Deputies? Eng . • Dmytro Yasiv and Roman 
Ilnytski 


Finance - Olkhovy 

Information, Press, and Propaganda Hay Holovko 

Deputy: Yaroslav Starukh 

Education and Culture - Prof. Dr. Volodymyr Radsykevich 

Deputies: Representative of the Orthodox Church 
(name unknown) 

Father Prof. Dr. Havryl Kostelnyk 
25X1 A (Catholic Church) 

Prof. Turshyn (for universities) 
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In atd,itlon there were two memberE of the goverinflent whose names are not 
known ^ .one for transportation and o.Tie for postal service. 


The (German goverrmienty which conBidered. the formation of a Ukrainian gorem- 
ment provocatlvay decided to liquidate the Lvov *’coup”« Heinrich Himmler^ 
who was coiffittlssionei. with the liquidation, brought the leading nsembers of 
the government to Berlin,- Here they were put under scMe pressure to renounce 
the proclamation about the reereation of the Ukrainian, state and the Ukrainian 
CrOVernmentfl The Germans resorted first to arrest and then imprisonment in 
concentration camps When their deisd^d was absolutely rejected at the beginning 
of August, On 15 September 19^1 the Gestapo made mass arrests of OUK members 
in the Ukrainian territories alfeady occupied by the Wehrmachto First it sent . 
the prisoners to prisonB in hvoVy Krak-ov, and, Berlin and. later to the coneentra’^ 
tion camps of Sachaenhausen and, Ai^hchwits, Stefan Bandera^ who was arrested 
on ty dune and detained first at Ki*ak.ov and then Berlin^ Was kept under strict 
gimrd and in iBOlatlon at the concentration canp of SachsenJbausen until 
§7 September 19^^« 

Also arrested were Y, SteSOy T, StakhiVy Rebet y R., Tary,- Piasetskl 

(shot in Lvov in 19te)y .I), Yasiv (died In AuBchwit2)y I. L, Klymiv (arrested 
in Lvov end tortured to death) , and R, Ilnytski, 

The Ukrainian question was opened , but the Ukrainians stood on the front 
against Hasl Ge'rmayi? 


The Hew. Situation in. Eastern Birrope and the Hew Tasls^ of the Ukrainian 
Revolut 1 bnary MovemeS 

Gathering of Hew Hevolut ionary Forces 

Jfykola -Lebed writes about this new period of the Ukrainian Revolutionary 
movement in the book The Ukrainian InBurgent Aray , page l6t 

'^^he Ukrainian independence moveinent and its political carrier,, the. OUM, 
entered into a new phase of the strixggle in combating the German, occupation** 
Widespread revolutionary underground activity with the aim of mobilialng 
the masses around the idea of political independence distinguished this 
period** An open fight was impossible and useleBs for the following 
reasons § 


a* The entire territory had to be cleared of Bolshevik agents so that 
the latter coxild not capitalize on this struggle for independence . 

It was not waged against the Germans to facilitate the return of 
Bolshevism and the Btnlin dictatorship, 

btf The Ukrainian massesy who had hoped for liberation frcm Bolshevism 
. and the creation of an independent state, were not yet prepared for 
E direct struggle , First they had to recuperate from the Bolshevik 
terror, to organizey and to learn to know the new occupier , his 
system of domlnationj and his methods, 

Ci Under the Bolshevik occupation the leading cadres of the Ukrainian 
people and the OUl had suffered important losses * When the Bolshe-* 
vlks retreated they had butchered tens of thoimandB of Ukrainian 
prisoners , 

d. After the bkoWB of the Bolsheviks and the Germans , the OUH had to 
reorganize y increase its strength, and adapt tactics and organiza- 
tional methods to the mentality and methods of the new occupier «” 


Mykola Lebed Who was a member of the provisional Ukrainian government and 
at the same time Deputy Chairman of the Provid of the OUH imder the Geiman 
occwp^tldn:, Bucceeded in evading arrest by the Germans^ 


At this time the comnsand of the hcatr far the Ukrainian underground was ‘'Gather ing 
of Haw Forces 
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'.During tte second of September 19^1^ the First Party Conference of the 

GOT took place imder the chalimnshlp of !4ykola Lebedt The situation in 
the Ilkraine vas dlsenSBed^ and the proYislonal OHM government of Lebed 

eonflri^d^ and. the following guiding principles for the Immediate 
future lirere adopted s So The infiltration of lower administrations "with 
nationalistic UkrainianB In order to .continue the activities of the I^rainlan 
state government j h« the dispatch of leading members of the GUN into the 
territories of the former Soviet Ukrainian Republic in order to contact 
the Ukrainian underground movement there; the dissolution of the 

kolkhozy and sovkho^y^ and the storage of grain for the Ukrainian population 
in order to prevent famlneBj d* the securing of printing presBes and mnning 
editorial Staffs With reliable Ukrainians in order to utilize the press for 
furthering the idea of an independent Ukraine; e, active reslatanee against 
the delivery of grain to the German.s; f , enlightening the population about 
t|e forced deportation of Workers to Germany; g* educational preparation 
and activities for the active battle against the German occu|^tion together 
with ®±mu3.taneouS measures against any efforts for restoration of Bolshevism 
in the Ukraine; h, the collection of weapons and ammunition for an armed 
conflict against the German occupation forces and if necessary also against 
BolBhevi.Bt Hussians; and i* BUpplementing the party program and political 
principles of the Oxm with the political and social advances of the 'Ukrainian 
people achieved under the BolBhevlst regime- 

These resolutions Which were adopted by the party conference show ^he 
departure from the illegal and political activity of the 0UM» All activi- 
ties were directed toward the preparation for an armed struggle and the 
defense of the 'Ukrainian people against the Ge,rman despotism and the repe- 
tition of the Bolshevist terror regime p The decision on point ip proves 
that tte OUU will adapt itself to the conditions in the Eastern (Soviet) 
Ilkraine » 

As has already been mentionedg. in the course of its development the 0U.F 
adopted in part a Western Ukrainian character and was an outspoken nation- 
alist party In its political progt-amp This may have been suffiltb lent for the 
Western Ukraine where the feeling of nationality was very pronounced « It 
was not^ however, sufficient for the Eastern Ukraine where the population 
was already politically consclouB 6f a Ukrainian state, and asked for a 
precisely formulated description of the nature of an independent national 
Ukrainian state* Words about the national struggle of Independence did not 
suffice p They demanded accurate information about the construction and. 
social Structure of such a state. If the GOT wanted to mobilize all the 
people for the independence struggle, it had to meet the demands of the 
people <» 

The Second Party Con.gr ess of the DIM in 19^2 

The Second Party Conference of the OUU .took place in April 19^2 and its 
resolutions dealt with the followings 

^We base our policy on the followings 

a- On the formation and extension of our own revolutionary forces, both 
political and military* 

b« On .a policy of I'ev Glut ionary struggle which is dependent on no one- 

c. We oppose the HuSBlan-BolEhevik foreign policy concept of the 
Interimtional, and the (ferman Idea of a so-called "Hew Europe" 

With the international concept of a just, national, political, and 
economic new order in Europe based on the principle of free national 
states conforming to the solution ^'freedom for all peoples and men*'* 

d» We emphasize the idea of an independent Ukrainian state for which 
the Ukrainian people have sought consti^tly - as * Only 

a just solution of the ?Jkrainian question can establish the 
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'balance of po^er In ^]astern Starope and guarantee a f^ee life to 
the nations oppresaed by .Moscow • 

yilf We regard the so--ca3.1ed agrarian reform as an economic maneuver 
designed to divert the Uki^alnlan people from their struggle for their 
own government by secxirlng the power of the German occupation with the 
help of a supposed measure of liberation* The so-called agrarian reform 
does not seirve the interests, of the Itoainian peasantry, but the 
exploitive and practical alms of the Germans who wish to obtain as 
much bread and labor power as possible* 

XXI* We conduct a eriticLue of the German economic system by means of 
the enlightenment of the masses and by combatting the opportunists 
and the servants of slavery ,.**** 

■ XXiy; We connect the Tjriticlsm' Of : German. :colbniai pOli^ 
and eastern territories of the Iteaine. with the combatting of the 
Russian Bolshevik influences and the partisan mischief instigated by 
Russian imperialism* * 

It should be added .in explanation that the OWN was completely absorbed in 
the extension of a thick network of underground organizations Since it knew 
that only, unified actions of resistanee could lead .to^sucCeSs« For this 
reason the OUN had to take a strong position toward the partisan mieehief^ 

The OWN .was not Interested in the collapse of German imperialism, hut in. 
the restoration .of an independent Ukrainian state* The OUN , held that there 
was still time enough for an armed attack on the German occupation* Besides 
the Ukrainian underground had no wish to pull the hard pressed Stalinas 
chestnuts out o:^ the fire* 

Mention of the agrarian reform referred to Rosenberg ^s decree of l6 January 
19 ^ .about the new agricultural order in the eastern occupied territories* 
Rractlcallyy it only involved a change of name from kolkhoz to "Gemeln- 
Wirtschaften’V* The Deutsche Ukraine Zeitung (German Ukraine Newspaper) 
declared that the r ef 02 ^ ^ should in the first place guarantee a rnaxtmum 
of agricultural achievement*’' 

The ordinance about compulsory labor service of 19 December Ijii-l was designed 
to Increase considerably the Ukrainian labor forces for the German war 
industry* 


Ginee the agrarifa refom provided the legal basis for the robbing of the 
viljsege population and the labor ordinance the pretext for man hunts to 
augment the iMomber .of deported workers In .Germany, the GUN had to organize 
the Ukrainian masses against the consequence of both* 

The OUH. Joined national political tasks with practical actions in the 
economic and social field* 

Since this discussion is limited to the contrlhution of a better insight 
into the political and organizational construction of the Ukrainian Inde- 
pendence movement, no detailed picture of the Nazi and Bolshevik occupation 
can he given* That is why the terrorist actions of German seeurity and 
oeeupat ion forces and the Ukrainian counter-measures must be omitted* 

The system of terror in the Ukraine was the same as in the rest of Europe, 
only perhaps more cruel* 


VIi: Out of Nothing Grows a Resistance Army - the UFA 


The Ukrainians had more d if flcxaty organizing an undei;‘grGund army than any 
other Hxiropean nation* In Europe there was recourse to the military ex- 
periences of foimaer officers, to their professional knowledge and to an in- 
tact officer *6 corps* The Ukrainians only had a few reserve officers at 
their disposal apart from a few revolutionary fighters with sufficient 
militai^ talents* 


While other European nations could count on material, moral, military, and 
political support from the freedom loving Allies, the Ukraine had to rel^r 
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on . its om strength-. 

The Itoalnian people cild not lack the vill to fight , even though their 
iTnmediate future ms not as hopeful as that of the other European nations 
irho had no foreign occupation to fear after the defeat of the Gei^ns. 

The Ukrainians had to count on a continuation of the Struggle for lndepen*« 
dense against the Bolshevik dictatorship after the end of World War II o 

Unlike the West 3 the Ukrainian people never let themselves he deceived by 
the democratic and anti-in^eriallst phrases emanating from Mosco^r^ 

In spite of all these difficulties^ one of the most po>rerful resistance 
armies of Europe^ “which could hardly he surpassed hy any, other ^ arose in 
the Ukraine 

Since the aim of this. dlecusBion is to present a political survey of the 
Ukrainian independence movement^ a detailed description of the construction 
of the resistance army and of its operational and tactical effects would 
he pointless * 

The First Armed Clashes 

Already during the last few months of 1941 the OUH organized small armed 
groups which acted as body guards of individual revolutionaries^ since 
every re guest for surrendering identification ..cards by German aecurity 
patrols (SD) could he answered only with shots » Individuals no longer 
let themselves he captured without resistance as happened during the first 
half of September a However, there were not many armed clashes because the 
members of the OUU avoided encounters with those patrols or they managed 
to obtain freedom of movement through other means (forged identification 
papers, march .orders , etc*). 

After the Second Party Conference of the OUW.took place and the resolutions 
and directives of the conference were distributed over the country. Increased 
terror measures of the SS were to be expected*. Organized resistance against 
the forced deportation of laborers to Germany caused an increase in the 
number of persons having to go into hiding,, The number of troops of the 
OOT . increased and armed clashes became more freguent . By spring, 1942 the 
nmber of these troops grew to such an extent that an morgarLtzed and 
Goordimted revolution was feaj*eda The wooded areas of Volhynla, formerly 
In Poland, and at the 1939 border of the Gov let Ukraine^ offered part ieularj.y 
good hiding places for these troops .whIfCh were organized into larger sections,^ 
into so-called military units of the OOT (yiyskovi Viddily OOT)* Sma,!! 
scale engagements of these units were avti^ed, -because a still further 
weakening of the fighting Spirit of the Soviet Union '.was awaited. 

The time for an open aimed struggle came in the summer of 1942 when the 
conflict between the agricultural Sonderfiajehrer and the Ukrainian peasants 
over the harvest broke out* The peasants;, supported by the "people in the 
woods”, followed the directives of the OOT and refused to make grain de- 
liveries * The militia units which the German adiainistr at Ion sent against 
the "Ukrainian forest" and recalcitrant vill&ges joined the resistance 
movement with, their arms* Thereupon, the Germans, sent PoXish police 
units froiE the Generalgouvemement, organized Gonderabtellungen composed 
of Poles from Volhynla, and dispatched Russian units* The die was cast for 
an armed .struggle. 

The OOT ecmmand took the initiative in the formation of a military general 
staff consisting of former Ukrainian officers of the I9l7*'i92l Ukrainian 
army as well as of the Polish and Soviet Army.* All "battalions , of the 
woods" and the military units of the OOT were subordinated to this general 
staff and rece Ived the same deslgn^^tlon: Ukrainian Insurgent Army (Ukralnska 
Povstanska Armiya - UPA) « 

On l4 October 1942 the first open battle took place and the Ukrainian Insure 
gent Army received its baptism of fire* 

Colonel Savor took over the command of the Rorthern UFA Group .and Colonel 
r- .^CRET-C03^lTECEi/^..||[|^^||||^ 
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Stupnytski became his chief of staff « The latter ifras a general staff officer 
of the Ukrainian People ^ a Hepuhlic (UNR) Army between 1917*1921; and was 
promoted to general in 19ii-4> He and Col. Savur were later killed during 
the battle against the Bolsheviks. 


The combat area of the Northern UPA Group included the diatrlcts of Volhynia 
(lutsk^ Rovno^ Zhitomir) and Polessye (Pinsk and Brest-litovsk) , 

In 19^3 the following combat areas of the UPA were established: 

a» UPA Group Bast (regions: Kamenets*Podolski^ Vyrinytsy% and Kiev) 

bi UFA Group South (regions: Bukovlna and Odessa) 

c. UPA Group West (Galician regions: Stanislav^ Lvov Ternopol 
Urogobychj^ and, since 19^5# also the Carpatho*Ukraine)* 

During 19^5 the UPA Group WestiBrk was formed and it embraced the territory 
west of the Curzon Line in Poland. It was diasolved in spring 19^ after 
the Ukrainian population was deported from the territories west of the 
San and the Bug Bivera and the West^Beskids . 

The names of ihe coim^ Of these UPA groups are not listed because 
it has hotnbe^. hSiablished.whether they are still active or died in battle* 

High Command of the UPA 


The military general staff was later transformed into the High Command 
of the UPA .which waa headed by Colonel Taras Chuprlnka (a pseudonym) # A */ 
(Chuprinka was promoted to general by the Presidium of the Ukrainian Supreme 
Council of Liberation (UHVR) on 19 February effective 22 January 19 I 6 ) * 

Chief of the general staff was Major Perebynis who was killed , on d November 
I 9 A 5 and posthumously promoted to general* 

,• ! 

The UPA Issued the following political theses to the underground 
entitled: What Does the UPA Fight Fort 

*’^Tbe UPA fights for an Independent r United Ukrainian State (Samo^ 

!j L iistSyh*63^ Bs?r^h4.va ;u)USSD) and together with other 

oppressed peoples fights for independent national States on their own 
territories e We recognize the right of every people * Poles, Czechs, 
Bussians, and others * to their own state in their own borders^ We 
only fight against imperialists and their servants. The UPA defeats 
all those who seek to subjiigate the Ukraine in one way or another.*^ 

F^a?ther on in the thesfs we read: 

^Peasants,^ workers, and intellectuals in the ranks of the UPA fight 
against the oppressors for national and social liberation, for a 
new state order, and for a new social order in the^ Ukraine* 

They fi^t for the destruction of the Bolshevik kolkhozy and the 
German :lpmelnwirtschaften, for land for the peasant a without com- 
pensation, for a free economy, and for the free use of the products 
of labor , ' 

They fight for the national *state ownership .of large industry and 
cooperative ownership of small industry. 

They fight for tlie participation of workers in the factory, managements 
and for the professional but not party commission principle in the 
management * 

They fight for the respect of the intell€ct^ml professions, 
for the creation of materiel conditions which will enable the intel- 
lectual to dedicate himself to cultural activity without worrying 
about the future and the fate of his family, and for working conditions 
which will enable him to enrich his knowledge and to raise his cultural 
milieu, 
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They fight for the freedom of the press ^ speech^ religion^ and phllos** 
ophy and against the imposition of doctrines or dogmas* 

They fight for the right of laatlonal minorities to cultivate their 
national culture ^ , * 

, fight to have every nation live freely in its independent state, 
for the abolition of national oppresBion and exploitation, and for the 
only, political system which can lead to a solution of the national and 
social question In the whole world, a Bystem of free national states. 


shall only achieve victory with a national Ukrainian rerplutlon 
Involving an armed struggle. That is why, no one can stand aside and 
only ohserre and. wait 

These new principles which were adopted by men who decided on an open and 
armed fight were new In the Uhrainlan liberation, movement particularly if 
ccm^mred with the reBolutions of the First (Vienna), . Second (Home), and 
Second (sic) (Krahov) Congresses of the 

In the years 192$, 1939# the ideology of the GOT was extremely 

nationalistie, strongly leaning on other European national movements (Italy, 
France, Germany, and Belgium) « It clearly had authoritarian and even total*- 
itarian tendencies. 

The new political program originated in the struggle with the two author!^ 
tarian and totalitarian powers and this struggle had to be executed not only 
physically but first, of all ideologically. The UFA the sis , What Does the 
UFA Fight Fort i was a complete re-*evaluation of previous axioms which it 
appeared not to be shaken . This was the. consequence of two iindergroii|id 

movements, one of which had existed in the totalitarian reality of the Soviet 
Union and the other in the territories of the Western Ukraine, growing into 
each other. The first rejected totalitarianism in every form even if it 
came from the right and pledged itself to a democratic constitution and a 
Just SGCial order, The second was only . filled with the spirit of a national 
elan and did not concern itself with constitutional and social questions. 
Under the impact of a struggle against the totalitarian terror of a nation- 
.alistic occupation power and against the propaganda for the return of a 
.Communist colored authoritarian regime of Russian in^erlalism, a political, 
national, social, and cultural program was developed which conformed to 
the democratic traditions of the Ukrainian people. 

The . Ideas of the UFA found a mighty response in the Ukrainian working 
population and among the idealistic youth, demonstrating that a correct 
step /had been taken* Thus, the UFA became a political -military force 
of the Ukrainian people. In its new development the OUN only had political 
tasks to fulfill, which became specially apparent -in the decisive year 
of 19^+3- 

VIII . The Year 19^3 In the Ukraine 

The Third Farty Conference of the OUW took place on 17.^ 23 February 
1943 , at which time directives for an open armed conflict were laid down. 

The following are extracts from these resolutions s 

"Article Is The present war in the east which was unleashed in the 
Interests of German National Socialism and Russian Bolshevism is 
being conducted for reactionary and anti -popular purposes; namely 
for the colonial exploitation and plundering of people and countries , 
This brings with it a mora3., economic, social, and political exploi- 
tation and subjugation; in other words a complete suppression and 
subjugation of people and nationalities. This war is especially 
being fought for the possession of the Ukraine , which is considered 
by both German and Russian in^erlalism ds the central goal of their 
expansion policy in Eastern .Europe .and as the base for further ag^ 
grass ion." 
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"Article 6; The Ukraine is at present hetireen the hamniP -r and anvil 
of the two opposed Imperialistic powers frofsi Moscow and Berlin; 
both consider the Ukraine as their colonial territory-....” 

Article We recogniiae that only organized armed efforts of the 

Ukrainian people... can lead to the restoration of a Ukrainian state...” 

^Article 24s The execution and realization of our revolutionary 
liberation plane and alms of our struggle for an Independent United 
Ukrainian State... required and continue to require the task to 
strengthen and expand hew tenters of or^ized might of the people”. 

This conference of the OIM confirmed herewith the initiative qf the 
party leadership in the formation of % special military orgaai^at ion 
for ^ed resistance y the eatabliahment of the Ukrainian Insurgent Army 


During the first half of 1943 the UFA experienced rapid growthi eager 
and able-bodied young Ukrainians^ coming from all classes and all regions^ 
streamed into the forests of Volhynia. Large areas were liberated from 
the (jerman administration and the UFA had to set up its own civil admin-^ 
iBtration. This task^ too^ was mastered. So-called ”0FA Republics” 
were formed where the entire life of the Ukrainian population (administra- 
tion^ economics^ education, church, printing press, health service, etc.) 
was under the supervision of the UFA and its various organs. 

Numerous publieationB, appearing either periodically or non-periodically, 
were issued. To enumerate them all would take an entire chapter. Only 
the most important ones are given heres 

a. Fovstanets (The Revolutionary) - organ of the press department of the 
UFA^ 

i Obyn (idea and Action) - organ of the party command of the 
Organization of Ukrainian Rationalists (OUN)^ the then leading organ 
of the Ukrainian underground movement. 

^ Samostlynu Ukrainu (For an independent Ukraine), organ of the regional 
headquarters of the OUR for the eastern and central districts of the 
Ukraine , 

Za Okrainsku Derzhavu (For the Ukrainian State), organ of the regional 
headquarters of the OUR for the western district of the Ukrainian 
revolutionaries | 

(Pepper) - a satirical publication of Ukrainian revolutionaries^ 

Later, in 1944, there also appeared the publication Visnyk (Gazette) as 
the organ of the Presidium of the Ukrainian Supreme Council of Liberation 
(UHVR), which j|f in 1946, was renamed Zamostiynist (independence) and which 
continues to the present. 

In addition there were numerous printed and mimeographed leaflets, daily 
reports radio broadcasts, and propaganda pamphlets. 

The Third Extraordinary (Iceat Congress of the OUR 

The Third Extraordinary Great (Congress, which met from 21-25 August 1943 
imder the protection of armed UFA units, made accounts of the previous 
activity of the OUR^ confirmed party leadership's activity, and made the 
resolutions of the three party conferences its own. These resolutions were 
elaborated, made more exact, and extensively interpreted. 

The Congress made many Changes in. the party, the most important of which 
was the substitution of a three member party bureau for the former party 
leader. This bureau (bureau of the Frovid), which was completely res- 
ponsible to the party executive committee, was to make decisions between 
the meetings of the committee, which was itself responsible to the party 
Conference or the congress . This finally eliminated any trend for a 
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leadership principle -wliich BOiEe OM circles sought to establish* Kew 
men^ who had distinguished themselves in political and armed stmi ggl Cj 
were elected to the bureaii;, while the former deputy chairman of OOH 
retired* In November 19^5, Taras,* a member of the bureau ^ met a heroes 
death « 

In. addition, the Congress adopted a new party program which, in the intro- 
duction^ is called an ’^achievement of the theory and practice of the last 
two years..*' Also included in the introduction to the party program is 
the foilowing^ 

"The idea of the new society is the .free man. Even though a free 
act l.s the fundamental impulse of social life, it cannot be directed ■» 
towards personal material Interests and lead to the ejiplottation 
o:f other free men as liappens, for exang^le, in the capitalist Bystem.**’ 

Th.ese principles greatly re.sem'fole the fimdamental thesl.s of What Does 
the ilF A Fight '^3^ of October 19^+2, A few points are cited for compari- 
sons 
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1 . "The GOT f i.^ts for an. Independent United Uisralnlan. State and so 
that all people can. live a free life in their own independent state. 
The abolition of national oppression and e.^ploitatlon of one people 
by another, and a political system of free people in their own 
independent states is the only order which will brl.n.g a Just solution 
of the national and social q.ur.iStion. in the whole world* 

5* The OIM is for the catsplete liberEtion of the Ukrainian people 
.from the Bolshevik: Russian and .Uerman yoke and for the creation of 
a Ukrainian state without large landowners, capitalists, as well as 
Bolshevik comoilssars executioners, and Party parasites (party 
bosses) * . 


II 

"Feasants, workers, and mem).>ers of the in,telll.gen.tsi.a fi^t in the 
ranks o:f the OUR against the r»ppresaor, and for the Ukrainian state, 
for national and social liberation, and for a new state and social 
order* 

1* They fight for the destructio;o, of the Bolshevik, and German s3rBtem 
of serfdom in economic argan.lzation . Operating on. the principle 
that the soil is the property of the people, the Ukrainian government 
will not Iff^ose a uniform system of farming. The question of Individ- 
ual oh collective ■ farming will be left to tiie will' o.f the' population*" 

The program for the workers was almost lndistingui.sliable from the UFA 
thesis of 1942. The workers should "participate in the management of an 
enterprise, "every labor can only }?e done voluntarily," for which the worker 
shall receive a Just wage, and the workers shall have a share in. the 
profits of an, enterprise." 

The p.rogram of the OOT . inslats upon free trade miions and the abolition Of 
the Stakhanovite system. Hand! craj’t shall be free and the cr8.^ftsmen 
shall have the right to unite volur.tarily in handicraft a.rtels. 

Only snmll trade shall be private; large trade shall be nationalized 
and medinra. trade cooperative. 

The party program, which ms worked out in detail, had the following 
to say about the ri^ts of citizens. The OOT fights fors 

",i0* 

a. For freedom, of press, speech, thought, religion, an.d world out- 
look; against the oifficial i^^oaition of philosopM.c‘al doctrines 
and dogmas . 
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For the freedom of worship^ in so far as it does not eonflict 
■with social morality, 

c« For the separation of church and state, 

d^ For cultiiral relatlcms with other peoples y for the right of all 
citizens to traYel abroad for the piarposes of vacationy stuidyy and 
to become acquainted, vith the life and cultinral achlevementB of 
other peoples » 

11 0 For the full right of national minorities to cultivate their own 
culture a 

1^« Fqr the equality of all Ukrainian citizens regard, less of their 
nationality in all political and civic rights and d.utieB and for the 
equal right of all to TOxk, .Inccstiey and recreation,” 

Some Eiaropeans might consider this program dated because many of its deiaands 
have been achieved in Biuropey but for a nation vhlch has only known a system 
of totalitarian dictatorship for over 25 years, thfi points in the progr^ 
are fighting slogans, l!he Introduction to the program says among other things i 
program must also he a mighty weapon Vhich must lead to the increase of 
our powers and facilitate our victory,” The long resistance of the Ukrainian 
people and the resistance movement demonstrate that the idealistic principles 
Of this resistance have the power to mobilize and to Infuse the people with 
an enthusiasm for such a struggle, 

lighting slogans joined with the honest conviction that they can be realized 
guarantee the victory of people struggling with total tyranny. The idea of 
freedom is indivisible and it must be realized in personal^ politicaly national 
social y and economic areas of life, 

Freparatlo n for th e Fight^Against the B.et\;^n_^of_Bolehevism 



The Third Extraordinary Great Congress of the OUN is a symbol of the increased 
power and importance of the UFA on the one hand and of the withdrawal of the 
German occupation and likewise the advance of the Soviet Am^ On the other 
hand^ The problem now was to preparf^ for an even more difftciilt stru^pLCy 
to arm oneself for it morally and ideal isticallyy and to organize more 
tightly politically. 


The strength of the UFA and its combat operations asBumed such a volume 
that one political organization could not carry alone the full responsi- 
bility for this armed cipnflict. The battle for independence and national 
freedom was not to become the concerri of one political organization for it 
had already become the concern of tho entire Ukrainian population, ThuSy 
a solution had to be found for the assumption of the political responsi- 
bility, A national resistance center comprising all political factions 
had to be formed <. Unfortunately^ there were no longer any other parties 
in the Ukraine jf some of them were obliterated in the 25 year struggle 
against the Bolshevist regime In the Eastern Ukraine and formed a united 
underground movement, while others - in the Western Ukraine - were disbanded 
in 1939^ .There did exist in the Ukraine the semi-lllegal OUW grox:q) under 
A, Melnyk whichy howeveXy following extended negotiations^ refused to set 
up such a united resistance center. The reason for this refusal was that 
the group desired to continue its fight only Tjnder the anti-BolBhevlst 
banner and it displayed a, very reserved .attitude with respect to the con- 
tinuance of the fight against the German occupation ^ At the beginning 
of 19W- the leading personalities of this group "were arrested by the Gestapo, 
The group had not profited from its reserve. In addition ^ there was also 
a sma.ll illegal group of the Ukrainian People ^s Party operating In Volhynla, 
The negotiations with this group unfortunately led to no success either. 


The Ukrainian Supreme Couii cll c^J^erat:^n (UHVR_)_ an d Its Alms 


In the summer of 19^3 the Soviet Army began its attack for the reconquering 
of the Ukrainey and, by autumny reached the Dnepr Fivers At the begiimlng 
of November Kiev, the capital of the Ukrainey felly and all oblasts located 
on the left bank of the Dnepr BiVer were re occupied by the Soviet Army, 
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The UPA^ operating in the wooded area in the western part,- i^e., in the 
oblasts located on the right bank of the Dnepr River, found itself between 
the hammer and the anvil. This was the start of the two-front warfare 
^‘ateful consequences o But there was no alternative for the 
UFA, The continuation of the struggle against the retreating German 
armies gave It the moral -political strength to resume also its fight 
aplnst the Moscow regime. It knew that the Ukrainian people would follow 
it in this heavy struggle. 

Toward^the end of 1943 the wooded Carpathian region, too, became a oombat 
area of the UFA, The UFA unite which were formed here were subordinated 
to the command of the Western UFA Group. 

The Germans fought the UFA tin its with foreign troops? units of the 
legloM of eastern people (Turkestanlans, Uzbeks, Turkmen, KazaHis. Aaiar- 
baldzhanlans, Armenians, Georgians, Tatars, etc,) as wall as regiments 

Allies, predominantly Hungarians. The command 
of the Northern UFA Group in Volhynia established contact with these 
anti-partisan units, and as the result of skillful explanations, these 
foreign soldiers deserted to the UFA In large numbers and formed autonomous 
forei^ units within the UFA. The Hungarian regiments displayed a bene- 
volently nejltral attitude, concluded a "non-agression pact" with the UFA 
^d even assisted. It with weapons.. The situation was similar as to the 
Rumanian regiments In the combat area of the Southern UFA Group, 

All these ^faets - in internal and foreign polities - enabled the Figh 
Command of the UFA to grasp the initiative, to resume negotiations .with 
the existing Ukrainian political circles (as mentioned. previously, parties 
no l^ger existed) In order to form a representative central political organ 
of the Ukrainian resistance. The High Cammand secured the full assistance 
of tte OUN whose leadership declared Its readiness to follow the commands 

a .central body. Negotiations were carried on with 
the following circles; The Christian-Clericals^ Monarchists, Christian- 
Socialists, National-Democrats, Socialists, Social-Revolutionaries, and the 
Soc^l Democrats a They ended in complete success. Each of these circles 
sent delegates to a committee whose task , it was to arrive 
at a political platform and to establish the constitution of such a polltlcaJ 
center of resistance, It was agreed upon to direct a proclamation to the 
Ukrainian people . 

All^representatives agreed that the struggle against the German occupation 

though the Soviet Army had .occupied more than half 
of the Ukrainian territory. The risk of a two front war had to be taken 
to bring the independence struggle to a auccessful conclusion, because 
neutrality towards the Germans would have taken UFA^s weapon against 
Bolshevism away. ^ ^ 

The Founding Congress 

Tl« secpet congress of representatives of all Ukrainian political groups. 
wMck were determined to flgbt actively for liberation, opened on 15 
uly,19M'. Representatives from all Ukrainian regions were present UFA 

detachments guarded the safety of this meaningful congress. 

The outcome of the congressional work was the formation of the Ukrainian 
Supreme Council of Liheratlon (Ukralnska Holovna Vyzvolna Rada) as the 
sirpreme organ of the liberation fight of the Ukrainian people" In the words 
of the Proclamation. 

The council elected a permanent Presidium headed by a president which 
tod^ the task of mklng Important decisions, otherwise left for the congress, 
-aurtag the periods between congressional meetings. Representatives of all 
political groups were elected to the Presidium, The Presidium suggested 
GO^esslonal approval of the chairman of the Council of Secretary-Oenerals 
(of the executive organ of the UEVR), He appointed the individual secretary- 
generals; such as, for military affaire, foreign affairs. Internal affairs, 
finance, etc. The Supreme ■ Commander of the UFA, General Taras Chuprlnka. 
became Secretary General for Military Affairs, Mykola Lebed became Secre- 
tary General for Foreign Affiars, and Rostyslav Voloshyn-Parlenko, who 
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killed later in..l9Mf^ was appointed for Internal Affairs, The naanes of 
the other secretary-generals cannot he mentioned for security reasons. 

The Ukrainian Supreme Council of Liberation addressed a Proclamation 
(called "Universal" in Ukrainian') to the Ukrainian people which was distrl-^ 
buted on both sides stJf the eastern front by soldiers of the UPA and by 
members of the Ukrainian resistance , 

The Proclamation stated the following among other things? 6^ 

"The UHVB places the following vow in .your hands^ Ukrainian people . 

To fight so that you will be the only master on your soil. 

To fight for a Just social order without oppression and exploitation 
for the destruction of serfdom^ and for the free labor of the Ukrainian 
peasant on his soil. 

To fight for the free labor of the workers, for the broad initiative 
of the working population in all fields of economic activity and for 
the full development of Ukrainian national culture," 

The UHVR had the following to say about its origins?. 

"Various freedom loving revolutionary forces and various political 
faetions from all Ukrainian .provinces have united in the UHVRo They 
consider the political platform of political independence as the only 
proper one# 


The UHVR is the highest and the only governing organ of the Ukrainian - 

people during the period of Its^ revolutionary struggle, until the 

organization of a government of an Independent United -to ‘ 

— - ■ 


The Ukrainian underground printed this Proclamation on the anniversary of 
the founding of the UHVR in July, and .distributed it in all Ukrainian 
territories# This Proclamation, which was espeGlally, widely distributed 
after the Second World War upon the return of Soviet troops from Central 
Europe, is not only, well known in the Ukraine but all over the Soviet Union, 

The political Platform circumscribed the goals and tasks of the UHVR as 
follows s 2^ 

a# . "To unite and coordinate all Independent forces of the Ukraine within 
and outside the country, , 

b# To set up the Ideological program of the Ukrainian peopleJs Independence 
struggle ^ 

c. To lead the entire liberation struggle of the Ukrainian people until 
the achievement .of independence and the organization of the organs 
of government for an Independent Ukraine, 

d# To represent the struggle of the Ukraine at home and abroad as the 
supreme all-Ukrainian center, 

e. To create the first Ukrainian government and to call the first pop^ilar 
assembly," 

Mention is made of the political and social platform in Paragraph II, 

Point 6? 

"The UHVR adopts the following political and social platform for the 
imlflcatlon of Ukrainian revolutionary forces? 

The ensuring of a democratic political constitution for the Ukrainian 
state by, popular representation, 

b. The ensuring of freedom of opinion^ of philosc^hy^ and of religion. 

c. The ensuring of a Just social order ,,, 
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f. Ensuring tlie rights of all national minorities In the Ukraine." 

In other points; 

e* "[Freedom of ^Mlclttaendiiiefore the^ldwV ^ 
hu "Freedom of InitiatiTe in economic activity" 
i» "Socialization of natural resoiirces" 

ko "Hationalization of heavy Industry and communications^ the transfer 
of light and food industry to cooperatives" 

lo "Free trade" 

Mo "Free craftsmanship" : ! 

V It 

ns Protection of the workers through social legislation 

Point 7 speaks about "the alliance with all oppressed peoples of Europe 
and Asl^r >rho fight for their freedom and recognize the Ukraine »'s right to 
political independence. Point 8 speaks about "understanding and cooperation 
With all the neighbors of the Ukraine on the principle of mutual recog- 
nition of the right to a .state within the e^thnographic borders of each 
people," ^ 

^fQTlsional Constitution of the UHVR, . which the founding confess adopted 
in July 1944 and which is still valid today, is one of the most laportant 
documents, 8^ Among other things it set forth; 

"1. The USVR is the supreme organ of the Ukrainian people during the 
time of its revolutionary struggle for an Ukrainian state, 

2* The source of power of the UHVR is the will of the Ukrainian people 
Which has ej^ressed itself in the efforts of all active forces of 
the people for independence. 

Any nationally active Ukrainian can become a member of the UBVR 
providing he recognizes the Platform of the UHVR and , is a:b all 
times prepared to assist in the realization of it, 

5 a The UHVH .can increase its 23 members through cooptatlCn, , These 
cooptations are executed on the recommendation of the Secretary 
General through the Great Congress (Veliki Zblr) of the UHVR 
or the Presidium, 

T« The UHVR is active through the following organa; a) the Great 
Congress, b) the Presidium with the President at the head, c) 
the General aeeretariat headed by the Secretary General, d) General 
Court of Justice headed by the Chief Just ice,, and e) the Con^itroller 
Body headed by the Comi^troller General, 

.11, The UHVR is located in the Ukraine, It can send delegates abroad," 

The powers of the Great Congress are more exactly defined in Section 11, 
Paragraphs 1^8|,of the Presidium and the President in Section III, Para- 
graphs 1-13> of the General Court of Justice in Section V, Paragraphs 
1-5 I and of the Comptrolllng Body in Section VI, Paragraphs 1-4, 

Section IV has the following to say about the General Secretariat; 

"1, The General Secretariat is the executive organ iOf the UHVRa 

2, The General Secretariat is composed of ; a) the Chairman (Secretary 
General) of the General Secretariat, b) the Secretary for Internal 
AffairSy c) the Secretary of Foreign Affairs, d) the Secretary of 
Military Affairs, e) the Secretary for Finances and Economic 
Affairs, and f) other secretaries, 

3« The Great Congress of the UHVR electa the Chairman of the Gereral 
Secretariat, 
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h. The Chairman of the General Secretariat appoints the secretaries 
to their posts and the President of the UHVR eonflrnis them* 

10* The General Secretariat reacheB decisioiis “by majority vote***” 

The political platform of the UHVR estahllshed the follGwlng to elimlmte 
alley misinterpretations and misunderstandings in the futvEres 

The initiative for organizing the UHVK “belongs to the UPA. In the operation 
of the armed struggle of the Ukrainian population against the plundering 
and violence of the occupiers of the Ukrainian lands * 

In the fight against the Russian Bolshevist congucrors of the Ukraine 
the following leading Ukrainian personalitieB and members of the UHVR 
met their death: 



a* Rostyslav Toloshyn-Pavlenko^ organizer of the UFA In yolhynia and 
Polessiya, Chainnan of the Third Extraordinary Great Congress of the 
OUR in August 19^3, Chairman of the First Conference of Oppressed 
Hat ions (also reported as the First Conference of Enslaved Peoples) 
in Hovember 1943 Chaiiman of the First Congress of the UHVR in July 
1944 ,: and the Secretary General of Internal Affhlrs^ was killed in 
August 1944 * 

b* Tosip Pozyczaniuk-Siuhay^ a revolutionary from the Soviet Ukraine, 
well-known yoxing poet, organizer of the UPA in the abitomir and Yyn- 
nytsya areas, a member of the First Conference of Oppressed Rations, 
and a member of the UHVIV was killed to February 1945* 

0 0 Peter l^kola Halant, Chancellor of the Ukrainian Catholic Archdiocese 
in hvov and a member of the UMf^ was killed in June 1945* 

Also killed were Br, Yuri Lypa, Chief of the Medical Service of the Western 
UFA Gro^igp^ and a well know Ukrainian physician and writer | Peter Raman- 
Rafael Khomyn, friar of the Studiten Order | Khar it Ina Kononenko, a well 
known Ukrainian suffragette in Yolhyniai etc* 

The delegation sent abroad, designated the Foreign Representation of the 
UHVR (Zakordonne Predstsvnyztvo UHVR), is the only authorized representation 
of the Ukrainian underground movement and its leading political and military 
organs »• 

This Foreign Representation was sent abroad towards the end of July 1944* 

It consists of several members of the UHVR* Seme of its members are: 

Prof* Pr* Ivan Hrynioch of the PresidluKL of the UHVR, %-kols Lebed, Secre- 
tary General for Foreign Affairs, and Mrs* Daria Rebet* Other members of 
this delegation cannot be named for seciirity reasons* The cited names 
have already been mentioned officially in the Ukrainian emigration circles. 

The Foreign Mission of the UPA, headed by Major I* Hucul, is subordinated 
to the Foreign Representation* The UPA soldiers who had the task of 
fighting their way to the west, still constitute the so-called "Raid 
Detaclment of the UPA A’broSd" and are cammanded by their senior officer. 

Major M* Baida* 

The End of Fitting in Europe - The strtiggle of the UPA Continues - An 
Appeal of Vbe Leaders the ODH*' " 

The Presidium of the UHVR and the High Cammand of the UPA issued appeals 
after the end of the war In Europe in May 1945, which stated that the struggle 
of the Ukrainian people continued. Calling the Ukrainian people for 

perseverance, endurance, and the support of the UPA, the Presidium contended 
that it was now a question of a-, more difficult stru^e with Bolshevik 
totalitar ian ism. 


The following citations are characteristic of a declaration of solidarity 
by the Provid of the CXJH: 
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”The struggle of the people oppressed by the Soviet Union sh^ll be 
conducted with the follow ing revolut lonary watchwords s 

For the destruction of Muscovite Bolshevlfc imperialisiii, which drives 
Whole populations to war. 

For the overthrow of the Stalin regime. 

For the complete democratization of the entire political and 
public life. 

For the realization of national political self-determination and 
political separation, 

L For the organization of a Just system of states which shall 
be based on real friendship and cooperation involved in the 
watchwords "Freedom of all peoples and all .mankind * ” 

We number the Russian people among the oppressed nationalities of the 
Soviet Union, The inrperlaliBt elements of the Russian people ^ who 
offered theij? serv:j.ce6 to Stalin and hie cl ique^^ became the enemies 
of their owu people «««»" 

And later one of the most important declarations s "We^ the Provid of the 
OUH f remain , on the battlefield for independence with our people in the 
Ukrainian homeland, (This declaration was first published abroad in the 
mont hly per lodlcal Vyzyolna Polltlka^ V'ol , III, Wo » . 1 ( l8 ) , January 19^8 , ) 

All of these appeals made an especially strong impression on the Soviet 
troops returning home, many of whom spread them throughout the entire 
Soviet Union, Some Soviet officers made contact with the UFA, passed 
over into lt 3 or declared that they knew what side to fight on in the hour 
of national revolutions. 

This attitude of officers and men forced the authorities in the Soviet 
Union and in the Soviet Ukraine to use only special MVD and.MGB detachments 
(police and security troops) in the fight against the UPA. The command 
of these troops was in the hands of Vasil Stepanovich Riasny, Seciirity 
Chief in the Ukraine and a Lieutenant General of the Police, who together 
with the Soviet partisan General Koypak led the "fight against the parti- 
sans" , 

I 

Toward the end of 19^6, when the UI’A changed its tactics and Riasny *6 
troops ceased to show any Important successes, Riasny was relieved of his 
command. He appeared again in 19^9 when he commanded the MVU and MGB 
troops in Carpathia, Volhynla, Polessiya, and Podoliya (Zihitomlr and 
Vynnytsya), The fights here began in May 19^9/ and toward the end of 
August Riasny. was decorated with the Order of the Red Banner, 

The year 19-^6 - Change of UFA Fighting Tactics - The Ukrainian Underground 
Heysmuere Idea and Action and Indenendence 

In 19'4-5 the UPA carried on raids from its main areas of activity into 
other Ukrainian territories like Fodolia, Odessa, Bessarab!^ and into the 
neighboring territories of Rumania, Hungary, White Ruthenia, and even the 
Baltic states. The world press gave the most publicity to the raids into 
Slovakia «. 

The world press also reported the heavy fighting of UPA Group Westmark 
in the territories west of the Curzon Line where an effort was made to 
protect the Ukrainian population from the violence of the Bolshevik Polish 
pGllce authorities and . compulsory resettlement in the Soviet Unions The 
press unfortunately twisted the truth in significant matters. 

In the winter of 19^5/19^6 there was hardly a day of no fighting and 
all UPA units had a hard time. The fighting increased in the following 
spring after the UPA had undertaken successful action against the elect ioiE 
to the Supreme Soviet on 10 February 19^6, The Soviet police and security 
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forces had to strengthen their action against the UFA* The Ukrainian 
sltus.tion at that time is reported in detail in the xmdergroimd periodical 
of the OUN Ideya i Chyny Vol^ 5/ .10^ and in Samostiynist^ the organ 

of the UHVR^ Vola I, No, !<. The organ of the UHVR especially gives an 


accurate account about the struggle of the Ukrainian people, 
moved abroad in 19^9 « 


It vas 


The article about the ^'Terror of the MYU Garrisons" published in it 
from pp„ 1 i 6**128^ gives exact information vhich makes it clear that during 
the eiectlons 2000 to 5000 NKVD soldiers were stationed in every Ukrainian 
raion^ 25--100 per village 

The article "A Tragi-*<;oi]iedy of the Elections” (pp<. 128^138) pictvtres the 
electoral methods of the "democratic" Soviet Union^ vhich are not inferior 
to those of Fascist countries In anything* 

The article "Combat Performance of the Ukrainian Inaiurgent Army" enumerates 
UFA’S encounters between January and July 19^6 <, 

The main articles of the periodical Independence arer 

a* "The Vileness of the 20th Century"^ an excellent analysis of the 

untruthfulness of the Bolshevik regime In all areas of political^ social^ 
and cultural life with many exai^les, (pp, 11^68), 

b* Oo Honeharuk * "The Ukrainian Insurgent Army as the Bearer of the 

Ideal of Liberation and Friendship of all Peoples” (pp* 68*96) in which 
the Ideal of the UFA is clearly, presented. Citations from its psr^^h^ 
lets and appeals illustrate the cooperation with the undergrounds of 
other peoples* 

Co Oo Hornovy "About the Freedom of Press in the Soviet Union" (pp, 

96*116), This unmasks the Soviet press as an Instrument of oppression 
and deception of the Soviet government. 

Besides this the periodical published the Appeal of the UHVR of November 
19^6 and 7 October 19^&<. 

Althoiigh we cannot go into these documents in detail in this discuss lon^ 
we should like to point out that, among other things, the appeal of Novem-' 
ber 19^ declared; "The Foreign Representation of the UHVR (ZFUHVB.) shall 
inform the world about the sitiaation in the Ukraine, why. the Ukrainians 
are fighting, and for what. It shall unmask the deception of the Bolshevik 
regime, and popularize the independence struggle,” 

The ordinances published the distinctions gained by individual UFA commanders 
The ordinance of 9 February 19^6 announced that Lieutenant Colonel Taras 
Chuprlnka, the Supreme Commander of the UFA, had been promoted to the rank 
of general, effective retroactively, Pn, 22; January 19^6, Vychyty, the 
commander of UFA Group. West, .wap promoted to colonel# and Captain Havrysh, 
who was of Jewish ori^ik and who headed the medical service ^of the group, 
was promoted to Major, 

The Ferlodlcal and Action 

The OUN^-^ main press organ, Ideya i Chyn ^ published a detailed and profound 
Intei^etation of the political €ind social program of the organization by 
Fo Poltava entitled "Revolutionary Elements of Ukrainian Nationalism”, 9 ^/ 
Foltavj^ seep the strength of the Ukrainian resistance movement in its 
democratic idealism and clearly clr^cumscrlbed social progranL Both give 
the Ukrainian people a strong support in the struggle for political and 
national independence , 

Poltava’s discussion, which appeared in the Munich weekly emigration 
paper Ukralneka Trybuna Nos, 15 23, from 13 March to 15 May 19^9? aroused 

heated discixssions in all emigration papers on both sides of the Atlantic, 
The arguments revealed that only Ukrainska Trybi^, which was .close to the 
Foreign Representation , of the UHVR g and Vpered ) in London defended 

the principles of the Ukrainian resistance movement in the homelands 
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The periodical Ideya 1 Chyn made a report of the resolutions of the Fourth 
(■Extraordinary Great f) Congress of the OUN vhlch had struck a halance of 
the three year struggle since the Third Extraordinary Great Congress 
in 19^3# when it met in June 19^f in the Ukraine * 


The content of Volume 5^ IC^ Is made up of a report about the fighting 
Ukraine and a few- political articles analyzing the Leninist interpretation 
of Marxism In. the Stalinist adtuallty^ 


Change of Tacties of the Ukrainian Undergromd HOTement 

The months of difficult fighting in 19^5 during the first few months 
of 19^6^ forced the High Command of the UFA to change their fighting tactics. 
Until the middle of 19^6 strong units of the UPA^ about 100 - 250 men 
strong operated in and controlled large areas where they also maintained 
their own administration ^ These tactics were leftovers from World War II 
when the front in the east constantly changed and neither the German 
nor the Russian occupation forces were sufficiently strong to completely 
control the entire Bolshe- 

rlst regime proceeded energetically^, with the support of local Party 
groups and MVL/mgb units ^ to expand its administrative apparatus up to 
the smallest and most remd^^e village <, Only the large forest areas in the 
northern Ukraine and in the Carpathian Mountains offered protection to 
UPA units.^ 


The larger fighting units in the strength of a company y battalion^ and 
regiment had to be reduced in order to insure their flexibility. Therefore, 
groups of 15 to 30 men were formed and they had to carry out raids at all 
times « Earth bunkers were built in the distant, impassable wooded areas 
of Polessiya and Zhitomir, and in the Carpathians Mountains* These bunkers 
became the garrisons of the UPA. 1Q/ 

The camouflage of the earth bunkers prevents them from being fo\md and the 
Boviets cannot put th^^ir hands on the small UPA units because they are so 
mobile 4 The armed struggle goes forward In spite of everything, demanding 
the greatest readiness for sacrifices of the part of the UPA soldiers. 

The resistance struggle could only be continued because of the Ukrainian 
people who supported their troops in the face of a terror which was carried 
ad absurdum.* The significance of the resistance lies in the destruction of 
the myth that the MVD/mGB apparatus is almighty, 

Heither the most brutal terror nor the enticements of the Soviet regime 
could force the Ukrainian people to give up its resistance, as Independence 
and Idea and. Action have reported « 

M. Hrechukha, the President of the Soviet Ukraine, and Wykyta Khrushchov, 
the Secretary General of the Communist Party and a member of the Stalinist 
Politburo, issued amnesty appeals 12 February 19^- and during the cotzrse 
of 19^5 urging the UPA soldiers to give up.ll/ Since the struggle has come 
to be for the existence or non-existence of the Soviet dictatorship In the 
Ukraine. and the Soviet Union, and there are no more appeals which speak of 
the "Forgiveness of the Soviet government and the Soviet fatherland". 

XII * Principles of the Ukrainian Liberation Movement 

The title of this chapter is taken from a book of collected materials 
dealing with the '■questions of the struggle for an indepenci.ent Ukraine which 
the UPA soldiers broiight to Western Europe in their raid of 19^7 » 

It contained the following articles s P. Poltava "The feoncept of An 
Independent Ukraine and the Universal Tendency of Political Development 
in the Present” I 0* Homovy - "At the Bolshevik Ideological Front”; and 
IJ. Kushil - "The Scientific Foundations of Dialectical Materialism”. 

Since leading members and publicists of the underground in the Ukraine 
wrote these discussions^ they reveal the secret of success of the revolu- 
tionary reBistance. The discusBlons included a treatment of the spiritual 
principles of the independence struggle and future constitutional problems, 
social policy, and economic and cultural questions, 
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The coiamon denominator of these articles is, as P. Poltava wrote^ that '*the i 
motivating power of the national idea", the democratic political consti-^ 
tution^and the concept of life ^ social Justice, and economic democracy 
connected with political democracy only, can assure the freedom of the 
Individual and of peoples. 

The discussions which came from the fighting homeland provoked attacks 
from the Bandera .dud Melnyk groups, whose nationalism differed from the 
one in the homeland. These two emigration groups accuse the resistance 
movement in the Ukraine of Socialist deviation and seek to slander it 
with the name of national Ccmmunism, In the first place The Principles 

of the Ukrainian Liberation Movement 4mve nothing in common with Marxist 
Socialism, and i^^^ seconSTpiace they are only extensions of the theses,’ 
in the program adopted by the Third Extraordinary Great Congress of the 
OOT which met in August 19^3 • 

The task of this discussion does not include going into these principles 
any closer. 

XIII, The Messengers of the ^^Iltedxiiah cllhaiBt ion .g,-yiTagg^ Vte 3?est€rn’’.Ewope 

In September 19 A 7 the world .was startled to hear about the breakthrough 
Of UPA units through Poland and Czechoslovakia to Bavaria ^ This armed 
raid ccaamanded by Major M, Baida was undertaken to prove to the world 
that the fight for liberty continues in the Ukraine and to develop world 
understanding for it. 

In the summer of 19^7 several UPA units received the order from the Blgh 
Command of the UPA to fight their way, through to the west similar to 
the armed raids into Slovakia, Byelorussia, Rumailia, Hungary, and the 
Baltic. countries. To the amazement of the whole world theses units succeeded . 
Several small detachments arrived as late as 1948 and two more small groups 
followed In July and August 1949, Another task of these raids was to offer 
militfiJsy protection to couriers of the Pres id of the Ukrainian Supreme 
Council of liberation sent Jfc'Oj its. tor-elgn ^Is theipnly 

way to get through the double iron curtain, the first one at the Lubeck - 
Laibach line, the second. at the borders of the Soviet Union, 

This first breakthrough of the UPA to the west is extensively discussed 
in the book Th^ UPA in Western^Europe , Mew York-Paris-London, 1948, pub-- 
llshed by the ufcainian Press Serylce (UPS) with the aid of the Foreign 
Representation of the UHVR 4 Among other things, this book mentions the 
note of J^ykola Lebed, Secretary General for Foreign Affairs of the UHVR, 
to George C, Marshall, US Secretary pf State, asking for the right of asyljim 
for UPA soldiers. The book also contains an appeal of the Foreign Repre- 
sentation of the UHVR to the entire civilized world. 

Those UPA soldiers who are outside the Soviet orbit and who have not received 
orders to make their way back home form the Raid Section .of the UPA abroad. 
Through the Foreign Mission of t^e UPA it is politically subordinate 
to the Foreign Representation of the UHVR. The task of the command of 
the Raid Section is to take care of UPA soldiers coming with orders from’ 
the UPA High Command, 

Any UPA soldiers abroad who intend to be active in party politics are 
released from the "raid detachment"; and assume the status of former UPA 
soldiers and of political emigres* As such they do not have the right 
to appear publicly in the name of the UPA, 

XIV . A Fighting Front of Oppressed Peoples 

The UFA'S armed and the Ukrainian ,undergroimd's political revolutionary 
struggle aim not only at the libei^atipn of the Ukraine but of all people 
oppressed by the totalitarian Bolslhev^ regime. This is clearly estab- 
lished in the fundamental documents oJ: the Ukrainian resistance and in the 
numerous appeals and paa^hlets isdusd to the representatives of other 
peoples in the Bovlet and German armies * 

These principles are obligatory for the UPA* s armed struggle and for the 

.7 
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practical policies of the nsm^ 

Because many Baetern European and As, Ian nationals have gone over to UFA 
since the sumer of 19^3, the High Conmand of the UPA decided to form 
units of foreign nationals which are completely autonomous though suhor* 
dinate to the UPA High Command tactically and operationally^ 

In the fall of 19^3 an entire hattalion of the Azerhaidzhan Legion and several 
companies of Turkestanians and Georgians Joined the UPA „ The UFA High. Command 
developed a plan to call a political conference of representatives of these 
nationalities and to form a Fighting Alliance for the Liberation of Oppressed 
Peoples „ The soldiers of foreign nationalities warmly welcomed this plan 
and a special committee was formed to prepare the program of such a congress. 

The First Congress of the Oppressed Peoples of Easj:,ern Europe and Soviet 
Asia took place in the east- Volhynian forests from 1 to 22 Eovember 1943. The 
day before a German police battalion attacked the region in which the 
congress was to take place and. the members of the congress also part id-* 
pated in the combat actions agBlnst the German policeo 

Thirty-five delegates from 13 nations participated in this congress. There 
were ilg^vAzerbaidzh^ one Bashkirian^ two Byelorussians^ four Armenians^ 
six Georgians^ one Kabardlnian^ one Kazaldi^ two Ossetians^ four Tatars^ 
five Uzbekians^ one Circasai^9-onevChuva6Ma%;-ftnd-*enMddltdojxa|- guests 
of honor of various nationalities. 

Ihe result Sc Of :tMsr e<Mi^e»ST-rweret,3^he'’ OfttheFFdrs tc dongress 

of Oppressed Peoples of Eastern Europe and Soviet Asia’* and a common pro- 
clamation "to the oppressed peoples*’ . 

Among Other things^ the resolutions stated that "the First Congress of the 
Oppressed Peoples of Eastern Europe and Soviet Asia welcomes the heroic 
struggle of the peoples of festern and Central Europe and declares its 
solidarity with them." 

The coordination , of a common struggle against Bolshevik imperialism which 
was getting ready to flood Central Europe was another result of this 
Congress. 

The pamphlets which gave the goals of the struggle of many individual 
peoples and Which were widely distributed in the Soviet Army achieved 
significant success. 

In 1945 and 1946 the "foreign" units of the UPA asked to be disbanded 
and the Insurgents returned through semi- Illegal ways to their home countries 
in order to carry the fight for liberation to their people. Many of these 
soldiers and officers^ however^ remained with the UPA and are still fighting 
in its ranks. 

At present singly pamphlets are distributed in all of the USSR calling 
for a fight for liberation^ Such individual pargohlets appear everywhere s 
in Moscow and in Kazakhstan^ in the Donbas and in the Transcaucasus * and 
in Leningrad and In^Magnitogorsk. 

TTiese facts should not be overestimated or played up as sensations. But 
they should not be under|stimstedjr for they are like a snowplle which 
has begun to move and may be turned Into a snowf lldev' id: Las. ' evrm +-c .i^ve 
a.-.:! j-.i. ’.-e t ". -’..c ' 

The Soviet dictatorship has been wounded in its Achllle^ heel? the unsolved 
i|uestlon iOf natldjialitles policy and the social contradictions of the 
regime . 


Conclusions 


The armed struggle of the UPA, politically guided by the UHVR, forms one 
of the greatest dangers to the Bolshevik regime of the Russian people., 
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This regime^ Which thirty years ago with the outbreak of the Bolshevik 
Eevoiution prevented the Rixssian esqpire from falling apart into its con- 
stituent nationalities^ has become the last expression of Russian liE^er- 
ialismo 

Lenin and after him even more Stalin became the preservers of Russian 
imperial unity. In this way they were the suppressors of the only true 
motive force in history^ the idea of the nation. This raises the q.uestion 
of whether in^erialist tendencies can in the long run resist the national 
idea . 



The development of the Soviet Union and the consequences of the Second 
World War lead to a negative answer. Not even the cruelest methods of 
terror or the most artful measures of oppression can hinder the advance of 
the national idea. 


The fight of the peoples of the Soviet Union cannot only be regarded 
from the standpoint of these peoples but must also be considered from the 
international viewpoint^ from the standpoint of other national Interests. 

If it was appropriate to begin this discussion with the writing of Mr^ 
Picton Bagge to the national government of the Independent Ukrainian 
Republic^ then it is not out of place to conclude with the observations 
of another British diplomat who, even thoiogh he had no relations with the 
Ukraine, correctly evalimted the situation. 

Viscount E. d^Abernon, the first British ambassador to the German Republic 
after the First World War,^ noted the following in his diary An Ambassador 
of Peace . (See pages from the diary (Berlin 1920-1926),^ Vol. 1-3, London 
1 ^ 9 ^ 193 ^ under the date of 3^^ August 1922) g 

^^Brltish policy faces the question of whether, a large, unified Russian 
611^ ire is des ireable for us? American gives a decidedly affirmative 
answer to this question probably because it needs a strong Russia to 
counterbalance. Japan. It is certainly not in the English interest. 
India is severely threatened as long as there is a strong Russia. 

The Balkanization . of Central E^-irope is regrettable but the Balkani- 
zation of Central Asia would be an unquestionable relief for British 
policy. The division of Russia into several states with stronger 
trade interests rather than political ambition would be more favorable 
for our position on the Black Sea and in the Mediterranean area than 
the reconstruction of a mighty empire. The secession of the Ukraine 
would unquestionahly make the situation on the Black Sea more secure 
and healthier and facilitate a commercial control of the straits as 
a balance to a political control..." 

Since this entry was made, twenty-five years have pa ssefi.^ and twenty since 
it became public. The Second World War has demonstrated that Viscount 
d^Abernon evaluated the Ukrainian problem very clearly whereas the poli- 
ticians of the democratic west did not. A proper eval\mtion of the national 
forces in Eastern Europe during the Second World War would perhaps have 
led to the overthrow of Hitler and Stalin and broxight about a proper 
balance of power on the European . continent. 
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another report on the history of the Ukrainian resistance 
covering the period 19OO-I9470 


* lists the 1929 Vienna Congress as the third rather Jhaj^yj^^ 

riTB^^lIowever, all previous accounts list it as the first. 
lists the First Congress of Ukrainian Nationalists as taking place In 
Berlin in 1927# the Second Congress in Rrague in 1928, and the Third 
Congress in Vienna in 1929=. 
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